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A PRESIDENT SEEKS A PLACE IN THE SUN

Is there such a place in the sun of Cyprus? Is there still a hope? Is the prospect of reunification still alive in this country, which has walked down the path of History for 10.000 years as a united entity? Or has the dream been dashed through the actions of all those who pursue partition, either directly or indirectly, on both sides of the dividing line of Cyprus?

The great leader of India Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi (Mahatma Gandhi) had proclaimed time and again: “You shall have to divide my body before you divide India”. And addressing those who ignored him he sang Rabindranath Tagore’s verses: “If they answer not your call, walk alone, walk alone”. Eventually India was broken up into India and Pakistan and Gandhi was assassinated in 1948 by a Hindu fanatic who hated Muslims. 

Demetris Christofias I know for the past 23 years. He is an honest man. In my judgment he has a drawback: His dogmatic and to the point of adulation devotion to the communist ideology, which does not really fit a European leader. The Soviet system, which he has elevated to the sphere of deity and which he has inextricably interwoven into the cells of his body, overlooking the fact that in the process of its imposition millions of people perished in the vast steppes of Siberia and in other countries, has already collapsed.  It was crashed by the forces of human dignity in the country which had given birth to it and which nowadays builds its own future on the basis of new patterns. So, does Demetris really believe in a “God” who does not exist anymore?

Of course nobody suggests that the President ought to adopt European capitalism and especially the “ugly face of capitalism”. He could stand on his feet in Europe as a leftist leader fighting for social equality and social justice, without fanaticism and without symbols which have been catapulted into the precipice of history.

The fight in which Demetris Christofias is engaged today for the reunification of Cyprus is extremely difficult. Although we have moved into a phase of intensive talks, the light at the other end of the tunnel appears be dim and moribund.

In these circumstances, I would like to put forward my own thoughts and assessments which are also reflected in the more than 100 political articles, which I published in the past seven years:

1. Demetri, the Turkish Cypriots of 2010 are not what they used to be back in 2004. They do not trust us anymore. In 2004 they voted by a 65% majority in favour of the Plan of the United Nations. Today, polls show that they would not vote for it under any circumstances. In 2004, after both yourself and your party praised the Plan very strongly and after charging all those who were against it of brainwashing tactics, you asked the people to reject it (!), so that its approval… would be cemented. Today which is the Plan which the Turkish Cypriots are expected to approve at a referendum, once they would not approve even of the Annan Plan? The inference is that they would only accept a plan which will be worse for us than the Annan Plan. So, we shall have a deadlock. You have to address this very important issue during your deliberations with Talat.  

2. Demetri, “the key to the solution”, for which you continuously search into the pockets of the jacket of Turkey, you will not find easily. Turkey will not be helpful nowadays, as she might have been back in 2004. She has fewer reasons to be flexible. Since then, she has won a number of political battles in Brussels and she knows how valuable she is to Europe in the political, economic, military and energy fields. She has also been voted as a member of the Security Council. Furthermore she has established a good image in connection with Cyprus. Many countries in Europe consider that Turkey works constructively for a solution, whilst some Europeans, think that we undermine the solution! It may be unbelievable, but this is the outcome of our “clever” handlings of the past seven years!

3. Demetri, Greece is fed up with us. Nicolaos Plastiras, Constantinos Karamanlis, Georgios Papandreou, Georgios Rallis, Andreas Papandreou, Constantinos Mitsotakis, Costas Simitis, Costas Karamanlis, they all have been hearing during the past 60 years the same unrealistic positions of ours and they have turned a deaf ear. Some of them have confided to me that this has been the case. We should not forget: That Plastiras refused to meet a high level Cypriot delegation in 1950. That Georgios Papandreou wrote to Makarios that the press was his main source of information on Cyprus. That a bitter Constantinos Karamanlis refused adamantly to ever visit Cyprus. That Andreas Papandreou in the spring of 1982 and also in January 1985 did not return for days the telephone calls of Kyprianou. That Simitis did not answer telephone calls from Cyprus during the Imia crisis, when Cyprus was facing catastrophe. That Costas Karamanlis was isolated in his suite in Bürgenstock, when Tassos Papadopoulos opted to visit Brussels unnecessarily and failed to negotiate, at a most critical juncture of the problem of Cyprus. Finally that the journalist friend of Mitsotakis attributed to Cyprus the “oldest profession in the world”. President, you must bring Greece back to Cyprus (despite the negative stance of your party towards Greece in the past). Use a pragmatic approach and avoid the “patriotic” rhetoric and the perennially stupid positions of most of our politicians. We need Greece.   

4. Demetri, you keep talking about a purely Cypriot solution. Whom are we trying to convince by this fairy tale? Would it ever be possible to have a “carte blanche” from the mighty countries of the world at the strategic crossroads where Cyprus lies?  Important interests are sprawling in the area of Cyprus. There are military bases on land, whilst military fleets cross the seas. Satellites record our lives in detail. There is oil production in the area and oil pipelines are running across the expanses of land and the seabed. The multinational corporations build their networks. Populations of hundreds of millions of people vie for a better share in the subtle balances of the political, economic and defense interests. And we, a small country in the Eastern Mediterranean, really believe that we can ignore all the above in our quest for a solution? President Christofias, we have to be more rational in our approach.

5. Demetri, you have to move very fast in the process of the talks. In fact the talks are progressing at a slow pace.  I do not know why both you and others have adopted the infamous slogan of the “asphyxiating time frames”. Many analysts, including myself, have underlined on many occasions that by the use of this phrase we have created the impression in the world community that we are not really interested in a solution. If Talat goes and you have Eroğlu as your interlocutor, it will be as if you will be negotiating with the personification of Partition itself.

6. Demetri, the Democratic Rally has time and again extended a helpful hand to you, but you never appreciated its gesture. Anyway, I still believe that if your attitude vis-à-vis this large party improves and if you negotiate a solution with care, you may be supported well beyond the ranks of your party. Such support will not emanate from the area of your political allies; it will come from the opposition. Unfortunately your own allies are many light-years away from a possible solution.

7. Demetri, your options at the talks are limited. Many opportunities were lost in the past, when we had better conditions. There is no “good solution” around the corner any more. You have to negotiate very hard, bearing in mind that both we and the Turkish Cypriots are to blame for the present predicament. Our own sins were committed mainly during the first 14 years of the Republic of Cyprus but also thereafter. Everybody shall have to pay the price of his own sins.

President Christofia, with the help of God, try to find a place in the sun. Try to avoid partition at any cost. Partition may have been the fate of India, but India had the size and the resilience to absorb it. If little Cyprus is finally divided, she will be swallowed by the waters of the Mediterranean Sea.
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